African American youths from single mother homes are more likely to live in neighborhoods characterized by greater risk and fewer resources than youth from two parent homes or European American youths; in turn, such adverse conditions are associated with increased adjustment problems. Despite this well-established vulnerability, relatively little is known about variables linking neighborhood context to youth adjustment. With the aim of identifying a potential youth-focused intervening variable amenable to intervention, this study examined the intervening role of hopelessness in the association between neighborhood context and adjustment problems in a sample of 171 African American youths (11-16 year olds) from single mother homes. Findings revealed direct associations between neighborhood context and youth adjustment, as well as indirect associations through youth hopelessness, although findings varied by the marker of neighborhood context (sense of community or perceived crime) and adjustment (internalizing or externalizing problems). Building on prior work noting that hopelessness is amenable to psychosocial intervention, the present findings suggest that hopelessness may afford a valuable target for prevention and intervention programming among African American youths from single mother homes in the context of adverse neighborhood conditions.
Both theoretical and empirical literatures highlight the central role of neighborhood context in youth adjustment (see Leventhal & Brooks-Gunn, 2000 , for reviews). Adverse neighborhood conditions have been linked to greater internalizing (i.e., depressive symptoms, anxiety, psychosomatic symptoms), as well as externalizing (i.e., misconduct, aggression, rule-breaking) problems among youths (e.g., Ceballo & McLoyd, 2002; Crouch, Hanson, Saunders, Kilpatrick, & Resnick, 2000; McLoyd, 1998) . The bulk of this work has focused primarily on objective indices of neighborhood risks and resources (e.g., census data), often comparing higher-income, primarily European American neighborhoods to lower-income, predominately ethnic minority neighborhoods (Leventhal & Brooks-Gunn, 2000 . It is true that objective and subjective (e.g., self-report) measures of neighborhood context are often correlated (e.g., r ϭ .27Ϫ.62; Martinez, Black, & Starr, 2002; Simons, Simons, Conger, & Brody, 2004; Zalot, Jones, Kincaid, & Smith, 2009 ). However, growing consensus seems to suggest that subjective measures may tell us more about the pathways through which parental perceptions of neighborhood context shape youth adjustment outcomes (Leventhal & Brooks-Gunn, 2000 Sampson, Raudenbush, & Earls, 1997; Wilson, 1996) .
African American youths, particularly those in single mother homes (56%), are more likely to live in neighborhoods characterized by greater risks and fewer resources than youths from twoparent homes or European American youths (e.g., Anderson, 1999; Hummer & Hamilton, 2010; U.S. Census Bureau, 2008) . In turn, understanding African American single mothers' perceptions of the neighborhoods in which they are raising their children is critical to understanding the pathways by which neighborhood context may shape youth adjustment outcomes. Although most research on African American single mothers focuses on very low-income families (e.g., Choi & Jackson, 2011; Forehand et al., 2000; Zalot, Jones, Forehand, & Brody, 2007) , there is clearly a broader diversity of families with regard to socioeconomic status not reflected in the literature to date. As highlighted by Marsh, Darity, Cohen, Casper, and Salters (2007) , never-married single individuals who live alone constitute a rapidly growing segment of the Black middle class. Yet, as highlighted by Cashin (2005) and others (e.g., Clark, 1986; Clark, 1992; Fossett, 2006) , financial means does not necessarily translate into living in more advantaged neighborhoods among African Americans as is more typical of European American families, due to preferences to remain in communities populated by other African American families and/or challenges associated with integration, including racism and prejudice. Therefore, although African American single mothers who reside in more traditionally African American neighborhoods may be more aware of existing crime, they may also benefit from long-existing connections to neighbors and other community members (e.g., Brody et al., 2001; Dressler, 1985; Taylor & Roberts, 1995; Unger & Wandersman, 1985) . Alternatively, mothers who may have the means and opportunity to live in commu-nities they perceive as lower in crime, neighborhoods traditionally populated by European American families, may experience fewer connections to neighbors in their communities (Cashin, 2005) . Accordingly, examining both sense of community and perceived crime within African American single mother families from a broader range of socioeconomic levels may shed more light on the diverse ways in which single mothers perceive the neighborhoods in which they raise their children.
How do African American mothers' perceptions of risks and resources within their neighborhoods shape youth adjustment? One relatively unexplored pathway worthy of increased attention is the extent to which maternal perceptions of neighborhood context may shape youth evaluation of not only their present circumstances, but also their future circumstances. Often used interchangeably with the construct of fatalism or, alternatively, considered one aspect of fatalism, hopelessness is defined as an expectation for failure or lack of positive beliefs about future orientations (e.g., Boniwell & Zimbardo, 2003; Jamieson & Romer, 2008; Keeley, Wright, & Condit, 2009 ). Theories of hopelessness suggest that children can develop a pessimistic style of thinking that predisposes them to negative views about themselves, the world, and the future, increasing the development of hopelessness (Abramson, Metalsky, & Alloy, 1989; Beck, Rush, Shaw, & Emery, 1987) . Individuals from dangerous neighborhoods are more likely to experience feelings of hopelessness than those from neighborhoods with greater resources (Keeley et al., 2009) . Although hopelessness may function to manage seemingly uncontrollable stressors and, in turn, a relatively high degree of uncertainty (Facione, Miaskowski, Dodd, & Paul, 2002; Keeley et al., 2009; Lange & Piette, 2006; Ramirez et al., 2002) , Falicov (1998) highlights that it sets individuals up for distress rather than resilience.
Building on the hopelessness literature, it may follow that maternal perceptions of neighborhood context may foster the extent to which youths have hope about future possibilities versus experience a sense of hopelessness that current conditions will not improve. If youths learn to expect a negative future involving neighborhood crime and disconnection, they may not only experience greater symptoms of anxiety and depression (i.e., internalizing symptoms), but they may also decrease their inhibition from participating in rule-breaking and misconduct (i.e., externalizing symptoms) given a perceived lack of consequence for such behaviors for their future circumstances (DuRant, Ghetts, Cadenhead, Eman, & Woods, 1995; Jamieson & Romer, 2008; Moore, 1994) . Accordingly, the current study examined the interrelationship of maternal perceptions of neighborhood context (sense of community and perceived crime) and youths' self-report of adjustment problems, as well as the intervening role of youth hopelessness, among African American single mother families. It was hypothesized that maternal perceptions of neighborhood context would be directly associated with youth adjustment, such that mothers who reported greater crime and less connectedness with the community would have youths who reported greater internalizing and externalizing problems. In addition, it was expected that maternal perceptions of neighborhood context would be indirectly associated with youth adjustment via youth hopelessness. That is, it was hypothesized that mothers who described their neighborhoods as having greater crime and less connectedness among residents would have youths who reported greater hopelessness and, in turn, more internalizing and externalizing problems. Research with youths and other vulnerable groups indicates that hopelessness can be identified early and modified through established cognitive and behavioral strategies (e.g., cognitive restructuring, self-talk, problem-solving) (Cardemil, Reivich, Beevers, Seligman, & James, 2007; Magai, Consedine, & Conway, 2004; Powe & Weinrich, 1999; Prentice-Dunn, Floyd, & Flourney, 2001; Gillham et al., 2007) , suggesting a powerful youth-focused target for intervention programming.
Method Overview
Data for the current study was obtained from the African American Families and Children Together (AAFACT) Project, a study of African American youths from single mother homes. African American single motherϪheaded families (N ϭ 194 dyads) with an 11-to 16-year-old adolescent were recruited from counties across central North Carolina. Recruitment was conducted through community agencies (e.g., health departments, YMCAs, churches), public events (e.g., health fairs), local advertisements (e.g., university-wide informational emails, bus displays, brochures), and snowball sampling. All study procedures were approved by the UNC Behavioral Institutional Review Board (IRB).
Participants
African American mother-youth dyads (N ϭ 171) who participated in the AAFACT investigation and who had complete data on all relevant demographic and major study variables were included in these analyses. The mean age for participating youths (n ϭ 171) was 13 years (SD ϭ 1.55) and approximately half (54%) were girls. On average, mothers (n ϭ 171) were 38 years of age (SD ϭ 6.52, Mdn ϭ 37) and approximately two thirds (66%) completed some college or vocational school after high school or a GED; the majority (82%) were employed, and annual household incomes were an average of $29,722 (SD ϭ $17,940, Mdn ϭ $30,000). The average household size for participating families was 3 (SD ϭ 1.25). According to the 2006 poverty threshold guidelines determined by the U.S. Census Bureau, 27% of families in the present study were living below the federal poverty threshold during the time of data collection (U.S. Census Bureau, 2006).
Procedure
Data collection was conducted either at a conveniently located community site or in the family's place of residence, depending on the individual needs of each family. In addition, child care was provided on an as-needed basis. During each data collection session, informed consent was obtained from the mother for her and the adolescent's participation, and the adolescent gave assent. To maximize confidentiality and to reduce the potential for biased responses, data from each family member was collected separately on laptop computers using audio computer-assisted selfinterviewing software, and participants' answers were linked to an assigned number rather than to any form of identity. Respondents listened through earphones to prerecorded questions and personally recorded their answers using the computer mouse and key-board. This approach helped reduce the potential for interviewer influence, minimized the error that could have resulted from varying literacy levels in the sample, and maximized confidentiality. Each data collection session assessed a variety of psychosocial variables and took approximately 60 to 90 minutes for motherchild dyads to complete. For the current study, mother-reports of neighborhood context, youth-reports of hopelessness, and youthreports of adjustment problems were used. Mother-child dyads were compensated $25 collectively for their participation.
Measures Demographic information.
Mothers completed a demographic measure that included questions about themselves (e.g., maternal age, education), their adolescents (e.g., child age), and their families (e.g., household income). Youths also reported demographic information (e.g., sex, age).
Maternal perceptions of neighborhood context. The Perceived Neighborhood Scale (PNS) is a 34-item theoretically derived self-report measure that assesses four important dimensions of neighborhood that have implications for parenting (Martinez et al., 2002) , two of which were the focus of the current study: (a) sense of community, which includes feelings of belongingness, trust, and socioemotional ties with other community members, and (b) perceived crime, which includes the risk and actual occurrence of criminal activities in the neighborhood. Mothers' responses were scored on a 5-point Likert-type scale. The item responses of the Sense of Community subscale and the Fear of Crime subscale were recoded so that higher scores would indicate greater degree of sense of community and higher levels of perceived crime. Prior research using the PNS with a sample of African American mothers documented the applicability of the factor structure, provided evidence for the scale's concurrent and convergent validity, and showed good reliability estimates (Martinez, 2000; Martinez et al., 2002) . For the current study, the coefficient alpha for the sense of community subscale was .86 and includes questions like "People trust each other in my neighborhood." The coefficient alpha for the Perceived Crime subscale was .93 and includes questions such as "It is safe for my child to play outside."
Youth psychosocial adjustment. Psychosocial adjustment (i.e., internalizing and externalizing behavior) was assessed using the Youth Self-Report (YSR; Achenbach, 1991) . The YSR standardization sample included ethnically diverse youth. In fact, prior studies using the YSR with both low income and African American samples have demonstrated adequate psychometrics for both the internalizing and externalizing subscales for youth in the age range of those in this study (e.g., Gabalda, Thompson, & Kaslow, 2010; Jones, Forehand, Brody, & Armistead, 2002; Zalot et al., 2009) .
The Anxiety and Depression, Withdrawn, and Somatic Complaints, Agressive behaviors and Delinquency subscales from the YSR were used to measure youth internalizing problems. Item 91 of this subscale ("I think about killing myself") was omitted at the request of the IRB. For each item, youths use a 3-point Likert-type scale to rate how well the item described them during the past 6 months (0 ϭ not true to 2 ϭ very true). The combined Anxiety and Depression, Withdrawn, and Somatic Complaints subscales of the YSR had an alpha coefficient of .87 for the current sample. Sample questions include: "I feel worthless or inferior," "I would rather be alone than with others," and "I have headaches, without known medical cause."
Youth-reported externalizing problems were assessed using the Aggressive Behavior and Delinquency subscales of the YSR (Achenbach, 1991) . The 30 items of the two scales were combined and used as a youth-reported indicator of externalizing problems. The items are also rated on a 3-point Likert scale. Higher scores indicate more aggressive behaviors or conduct problems, respectively. These subscales, selected because they assess the types of externalizing problems typically displayed by adolescents in the age range included in this study, have acceptable reliability and validity data (Achenbach, 1991) . The alpha for the combined Aggressive Behavior and Delinquency subscales in the current sample was .86. Sample questions include: "I physically attack people," "I have a hot temper," "I drink alcohol without my parents' approval," and "I break rules at home, school, or elsewhere."
Youth hopelessness. Hopelessness, the intervening variable of interest, was assessed using the Hopelessness Scale for Children (HSC; Kazdin, Rodgas, & Colbus, 1986 ), a 17-item, trueϪfalse revision of the Beck Hopelessness Scale for adults; scores may range from 0 to 17 (Beck, Weissman, Lester, & Trexler, 1974) . A sample item from the HSC is "I might as well give up because I can't make things better for myself." Kazdin et al. (1986) found that the HSC correlated positively with depression (r ϭ .58) and negatively with self-esteem (r ϭ Ϫ.61) and social skills (r ϭ Ϫ.39). Adequate internal consistency has been reported with clinical samples of children and young adolescents (e.g., 5 to 13 years old; ␣ ϭ .96; Kazdin et al., 1986) , as well as older adolescents, including a study in which African American youth were included in the sample (e.g., 13 to 15 years old; ␣ ϭ .84; Spirito, Williams, Stark, & Hart, 1988) ; however, the alpha has been lower among community samples (e.g., ␣ ϭ .69; Spirito et al., 1988) . To improve the alpha in our sample, we deleted items 1 ("I want to grow up, because I think things will be better"), 6 ("Some day, I will be good at doing the things that I really care about"), and 11 ("When I grow up, I think I will be happier than I am now") in the total hopelessness score. Of note, all three of these items have been highlighted in past research as functioning differently for youths in community as compared with clinical samples (Spirito et al., 1988) . The resulting alpha for this 14-item scale was .72.
Results

Preliminary Analyses
Descriptive statistics for demographic and primary study variables are presented in Table 1 . The only two demographic variables associated with either of the two outcomes of interest were maternal age with youth internalizing problems, r ϭ Ϫ.23, p Ͻ .01, and youth age with externalizing problems, r ϭ .18, p Ͻ .05; therefore, maternal age and youth age were statistically controlled in the respective regression analyses with internalizing and externalizing problems as the outcomes. Of note, household income did not correlate with either of the outcomes of interest and, therefore, was not statistically controlled in subsequent regression analyses.
Although it could not be tested in the current study, it is possible that there was no association between income and outcomes given the broader range of incomes represented among participating families than in typical studies of African American single mother families (e.g., Forehand et al., 2000; Leventhal & Brooks-Gunn, 2000; Zalot et al., 2007) .
The proposed pattern of associations was initially examined using bivariate analyses. As evidenced by the pattern of correlations in Table 1 , mothers who characterized their neighborhoods as having a lower sense of community, r ϭ Ϫ.23, p Ͻ .01, and greater perceived crime, r ϭ .25, p Ͻ .01, had youths who reported higher levels of hopelessness. In turn, hopelessness was associated with youth internalizing, r ϭ .43, p Ͻ .001, and externalizing, r ϭ .34, p Ͻ .001, problems. Finally, mothers who reported living in neighborhoods characterized by a lower sense of community had youths who reported more externalizing problems, r ϭ Ϫ.17, p Ͻ .05, but not internalizing problems, r ϭ Ϫ.11, ns; however, mothers' perceptions of neighborhood crime were not associated with either marker of youth adjustment (internalizing problems, r ϭ .11, ns; externalizing problems, r ϭ .07, ns).
Because of advances in the examination of intervening variables, an association between the independent and the dependent variable (i.e., "direct effect") is no longer required in order to test the role of an intervening variable (i.e., "indirect effect") (see Hayes, 2009 , for a review). Accordingly, the intervening role of hopelessness was examined for both domains of neighborhood context and for both markers of youth adjustment.
Primary Analyses
Hierarchical regression analyses were conducted to examine the intervening role of hopelessness in the association between mother-reported neighborhood context and youth adjustment using the recommendations for bootstrapping methods for assessing indirect effects (Preacher & Hayes, 2004) . As highlighted in great detail elsewhere (see Hayes, 2009 , for a review), methodological advances in the examination of intervening variables has moved beyond the traditional causal steps approach (Baron & Kenny, 1986; Sobel, 1986) to bootstrapping approaches that generate a series of datasets (of equal size to the original) via random sampling with replacement from the original sample. The procedure is repeated several times, resulting in a large number of datasets and computing the statistic of interest to the current study (i.e., the intervening role of hopelessness and its standard error). Confidence intervals (CIs) and the bootstrap-estimated standard errors of the indirect effects are then calculated from the probability of the distribution from all of the resampled estimates (i.e., 5,000). Analyses were conducted separately for each domain of neighborhood context and each marker of youth adjustment with hopelessness added as the intervening variable in the SPSS macro created by Preacher and Hayes (2004) . A 95% CI that does not include 0 was considered the criterion for significance.
As demonstrated in Figure 1 , the bivariate associations were replicated in multivariate analyses controlling for the aforementioned demographic variables. In addition to the direct role of sense of community on externalizing problems, regression analyses revealed a significant intervening role for hopelessness in the associations between sense of community and both internalizing problems, 95% CI [Ϫ.22, Ϫ.02], and externalizing, (95% CI [Ϫ.17, Ϫ.03]. Mothers who reported a lower sense of community in their respective neighborhoods had youths who reported higher levels of hopelessness, which, in turn, was associated with greater youth-reported adjustment difficulties. In addition, a significant intervening role for hopelessness was obtained in analyses examining mother-reported crime and both internalizing, 95% CI [.03, .22], and externalizing, 95% CI [.03, .17], problems. Mothers who reported higher levels of crime in their neighborhoods had youths who reported greater hopelessness and, in turn, more internalizing and externalizing problems.
Discussion
The current study examined hopelessness as mechanism by which maternal perceptions of neighborhood context are associated with psychosocial adjustment difficulties among African American youths from single mother homes. Consistent with study hypotheses, youth hopelessness was found to intervene in the association between two domains of mother-reported neighborhood context, sense of community and perceived crime, and two markers of youth adjustment, internalizing and externalizing problems. Adolescents whose mothers characterized their neighborhoods as having a lower sense of community and greater crime endorsed greater symptoms of hopelessness and, in turn, greater internalizing and externalizing problems, compared to youths whose mothers reported their neighborhoods as having a greater sense of community and lower perceived crime.
Before discussing the main study findings, several findings not directly related to the study hypotheses are worth some discussion. With regard to the lack of a direct association between neighborhood context and internalizing problems in the current study, a review of the link between neighborhood context and youth adjustment reported more consistent and robust findings for externalizing problems than internalizing problems (Leventhal & Brooks-Gunn, 2000). In addition, some work has suggested that neighborhood context may play even less of a role in internalizing than externalizing problems for African American youths in particular (Copeland-Linder, Lambert, & Ialongo, 2010; CooleyQuille, Boyd, Frantz, & Walsh, 2001; Fitzpatrick, 1993; Mrug & Windle, 2010) . This may be due, at least in part, to cultural messages African American children may receive about the unacceptability of symptoms of anxiety or depression, especially in neighborhoods in which the culture requires a "tough" attitude (Stewart & Simons, 2010) . There was also no direct association between mothers' report of crime and youth externalizing problems. Although a link between both domains of neighborhood context (sense of community and crime) and youth externalizing problems has been found in prior work (Attar, Guerra, & Tolan, 1994; Dorsey & Forehand, 2003; Duncan, Brooks-Gunn, & Klebanov, 1994; Leventhal & BrooksGunn, 2000) , it is possible that crime may have a more chronic rather than an acute, direct association with youth behavior that cannot be detected in a cross-sectional study.
As reported in the Results section, household income was also not associated with youth internalizing or externalizing problems. As previously noted, it is well documented that income does not necessarily correlate with neighborhood context among African American families (e.g., Cashin, 2005; Clark, 1992; Fossett, 2006) . Accordingly, our findings suggest that neighborhood context may be a better marker of youth adjustment problems among a more socioeconomically diverse sample of African American families than income per se.
With the aforementioned contextual findings in mind, we turn now to the primary focus of the current study. Consistent with the implicit assumption in the neighborhood literature that the role of neighborhood context on youths is in large part indirect (Leventhal & Brooks-Gunn, 2000) , our pattern of findings demonstrates indirect associations between both domains of mother-reported neighborhood context (sense of community and perceived crime) and both markers of youth adjustment (internalizing and externalizing problems), via youth hopelessness. Hopelessness traditionally is considered a symptom of internalizing problems in general and depression in particular (e.g., Abramson et al., 1989) ; however, our findings highlight that hopelessness may increase the vulnerability for both internalizing and externalizing problems among African American youths from single mother homes.
It is well recognized that, as youth transition from childhood into adolescence, peers play an increasingly important role; however, parents continue to play a critical role during this transition as well (Furstenberg, 1993; Jarrett, 1997; Korbin & Coulton, 1997; Leventhal & Brooks-Gunn, 2000) . As described by Leventhal and Brooks-Gunn (2000) , "parents must act as advocates or brokers for their children's receipt of community resources" (p. 322). Perhaps African American single mothers also act as brokers for their children's exposure to or awareness of neighborhood risks, including crime. Mothers, particularly single mothers, are the primary familial influences on adolescent children. If mothers feel disconnected and isolated from their neighborhoods, as a function of a lack of connectedness with or support from neighbors and/or fear for safety and lack of security in the context of crime, youths may be more likely to feel disconnected and isolated as well. If adolescents believe that their present circumstances are not going to change, their sense of hopelessness may fuel a proliferation of internalizing symptoms. Additionally, this sense of hopelessness likely inhibits motivation to refrain from the aggression and rulebreaking behaviors, contributing to behavior that may decrease or prevent opportunities for positive change (i.e., mobility, choice, opportunity) (DuRant et al., 1995; Moore, 1994) .
Of course, the findings of the current study must be considered in light of the limitations. First, the cross-sectional nature of this study prohibits the opportunity to establish the direction of causality. It is possible that problems with youths negatively influence mothers' perceptions of the neighborhoods in which they reside. In addition, results from this study cannot be generalized to other racial groups or two-parent families. Future work could examine neighborhood context, hopelessness, and psychosocial adjustment within the context of other racial groups and two-parent families, which could reveal potential moderators (i.e., two-parent homes vs. single-parent homes).
Third, although the HSC, our measure of hopelessness, has strong psychometrics with clinical samples, the internal reliability of the measure with community samples, including our own sample, is weaker (Spirito et al., 1988) . Similarly, although the HSC has been used in samples that include African American youth, we are not aware of any work examining the psychometrics of the measure by race. Some researchers suggest that African Americans may place less emphasis on future-oriented and goal-focused behaviors, given sociocultural experiences of discrimination (Hirsh, Britton, & Conner, 2010) . Consistent with this hypothesis, dropping items that were (a) of positive valence (e.g., "good," better") and (b) referred to a future time frame (i.e., "I want to grow up," "Some day," and "When I grow up"), improved the internal consistency of the measure. Of note, similar issues have been discussed in studies of optimism with African American participants (Hirsh et al., 2010) .
Fourth, future studies on neighborhood and psychosocial adjustment may also benefit from using both subjective and objective measures of neighborhood. Including both objective measures, such as census track data that includes actual crime rates, and subjective measures may afford unique opportunities to examine moderators of the association between these two measurement strategies. For example, what variables are associated with mothers' perceptions of lower crime in objectively higher crime neighborhoods and vice versa? Prior research has found a correlation between subjective and objective measures of neighborhood context Ceballo, McLoyd, & Toyokawa, 2004; Herrenkohl, Hawkins, Abbott, & Guo, 2002; O'Neil, Parke, & McDowell, 2001) , which is not surprising given that objective measures, such as actual crime rates, shape, at least in part, residents' perceptions of their communities, and residents' perceptions of their communities likely also shape the way they interact with one another in the spaces that residents share (e.g., parks, sidewalks, street corners, buildings). Yet, it is also true that the magnitude of the correlation between subjective and objective measures of neighborhood in prior work has been small-to-moderate, usually ranging between r ϭ .27 and r ϭ .62 (e.g., Martinez et al., 2002; Simons et al., 2004) . Such findings suggest that different variables may predict each of these measures and these measures may differentially predict child and family outcomes. In addition, although prior work has suggested that parental perceptions of neighborhood context may tell us more about the pathways by which neighborhoods influence youths, replicating the current findings with objective measures suggests that clinicians could rely on available data to identify the most vulnerable youths and families. Finally, using multiple reporters may strengthen confidence in the measurement of the variables of interest (e.g., clinician rating of hopelessness), as well as provide the opportunity for dyadic data analyses (e.g., determining whether similar patterns hold for mothers and youths).
A final limitation also merits consideration. Due to limited statistical power, this study examined one mechanism by which maternal perceptions of neighborhood context shape youth adjustment-youth hopelessness. It is likely, however, that multiple mechanisms intervene in the association between neighborhood context and youth adjustment (Leventhal & Brooks-Gunn, 2000) . These mechanisms likely occur at various levels of the ecological context, including the community (e.g., collective socialization) and the family (e.g., maternal psychosocial adjustment). In the case of maternal perceptions of neighborhood context and youth adjustment in particular, the intervening role of maternal psychosocial adjustment merits future research attention. In addition, maternal adjustment (e.g., depressive symptoms) is likely influenced by neighborhood context, but the association may be bidirectional and maternal adjustment may shape maternal perceptions of neighborhood context as well. In turn, youth hopelessness may be transmitted more directly via maternal depression and hopelessness, as well as indirectly via maternal perceptions of neighborhoods.
Several strengths of this study also merit attention. First, the current study examined a more socioeconomically representative group of African American single mother families than the more typical low-income families discussed in the literature to date (Jones, Zalot, Chester, Foster, & Sterrett, 2007; McLoyd, Cauce, Takeuchi, & Wilson, 2000; Murry, Bynum, Brody, Willert, & Stephens, 2001 ). As such, we were able to examine families residing within a broader array of neighborhoods and, in turn, variability within maternal perceptions of neighborhood context within a group that is more traditionally categorized as homogeneous with regard to neighborhood context. Second, by examining a more homogenous sample in terms of race and family composition, this study was able to isolate the role of neighborhood context. Third, this study examined an understudied group of youth-African American adolescents living in single mother homes. Including both mother and youth as reporters decreased the likelihood that findings were an artifact of common reporter bias. Finally, this study utilized maternal perceptions of neighborhood context rather than census data, which may be less sensitive to the variability within African American neighborhoods (Leventhal & Brooks-Gunn, 2000 Sampson et al., 1997) . It is important to note here that our conceptualization of the role of maternal perceptions of neighborhood context in youth hopelessness and, in turn, adjustment, does not imply that blame for children's outcomes falls on mothers. Rather, we view our findings as a step toward identifying proximal targets in the child's environment that are likely more amenable to intervention than targeting neighborhood context more directly. In turn, future work could further this line of research by examining correlates of maternal perceptions of neighborhood context as well.
The applied implications of this study afford some direction not only to mental health professionals working with African American youths from single mother homes, but also to health care professionals more broadly, as well as policymakers. First, the findings underscore the importance for policymakers, community agencies, and health care professionals to increase the extent to which African American single mothers are aware of and use resources within their communities that, despite risks, may help to ameliorate the likelihood that youths will experience a sense of hopelessness about their future circumstances. In addition, by identifying youth-focused mechanisms by which maternal perceptions of neighborhood context shape psychosocial adjustment problems, providers and policymakers have a more direct target of prevention and intervention for vulnerable youths, regardless of maternal involvement. Specifically, our findings highlight the potential relevance of demonstrated methods for reducing hopelessness in other vulnerable children as well as for African American youths from single mother homes (Cardemil et al., 2007) .
